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States Cotton Standards Act, as 
amended (42 Stat. 1517; 7 U.S.C. 51 et 
seq.) and the Omnibus Budget Rec-
onciliation Act of 1981 (Pub. L. 97–35), 
unless otherwise noted. 

(b) Service means the Agricultural 
Marketing Service of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 

(c) Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the Agricultural Marketing 
Service, or any officer or employee of 
the Service to whom authority has 
heretofore been delegated, or to whom 
authority may hereafter be delegated 
to act for the Administrator. 

(d) Division means the Cotton Divi-
sion of the Agricultural Marketing 
Service. 

(e) Director means the Director of the 
Cotton Division, or any officer or em-
ployee of the Division to whom author-
ity has heretofore been delegated, or to 
whom authority may hereafter be dele-
gated, to act for the Director. 

(f) Producer means any individual, 
partnership, corporation, association, 
trust, estate, or other legal entity, a 
state or political subdivision thereof, 
or any agency of such state or political 
subdivision producing American Up-
land or American Pima cotton in the 
capacity of landowner, landlord, ten-
ant, or sharecropper. 

[22 FR 10930, Dec. 28, 1957, as amended at 46 
FR 48114, Oct. 1, 1981] 

ADMINISTRATION 

§ 28.902 Director. 
The Director shall perform for and 

under the supervision of the Adminis-
trator, such duties as the Adminis-
trator may require in enforcing the 
regulations in this subpart. 

CLASSIFICATION AND MARKET NEWS 
SERVICES 

§ 28.903 Classification of samples. 
The Director, or an authorized rep-

resentative, upon the receipt of a pro-
ducer’s cotton sample which complies 
with the regulations in this subpart 
shall, as hereinafter provided, furnish 
to such producer or to an agent des-
ignated by the producer the classifica-
tion in accordance with the official 
cotton standards of the United States. 

[46 FR 48114, Oct. 1, 1981] 

§ 28.904 Market news. 
The Director shall cause to be dis-

tributed to producers of cotton and to 
others on request, timely information 
on prices for various qualities of cot-
ton. 

[46 FR 48114, Oct. 1, 1981] 

SAMPLING 

§ 28.906 Sampling arrangements. 
(a) Cotton must be sampled by a gin 

or warehouse that holds a valid license 
to sample cotton issued pursuant to 
§§ 28.20 through 28.22. 

(b) The Director, or an authorized 
representative may direct that sam-
pling be performed by employees of the 
Department of Agriculture for the pur-
pose of appraising the sampling proce-
dures at cotton gins or warehouses, or 
for the purpose of providing service to 
producers in special cases where a li-
censed gin or warehouse is not avail-
able. 

[46 FR 48114, Oct. 1, 1981] 

§ 28.907 Responsibilities of licensed 
gins or warehouses. 

Each licensee shall be primarily re-
sponsible for drawing, identifying, han-
dling, and shipping samples of cotton 
in accordance with this subpart and 
with instructions furnished by the Di-
rector or an authorized representative 
from time to time. 

[46 FR 48114, Oct. 1, 1981] 

§ 28.908 Samples. 
(a) Only one sample to be submitted. 

Only one sample from each bale of eli-
gible cotton shall be submitted for 
classification under this subpart. This 
does not prohibit the submission of an 
additional sample from a bale for re-
view classification if the producer so 
desires. 

(b) Drawing of samples manually. (1) 
Each cut sample shall be drawn from 
the bale after it is tied out following 
the ginning process, and shall be ap-
proximately 6 ounces in weight, not 
less than 3 ounces of which are to be 
drawn from each side of the bale: Pro-
vided, That each sample from a bale of 
American Pima cotton shall be ap-
proximately 10 ounces in weight, not 
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less than 5 ounces of which are to be 
drawn from each side of the bale. 

(2) Where it is necessary to draw two 
sets of samples, a single cut should be 
made in each side of the bale, and the 
portion of cotton removed from each 
cut should be broken in half across the 
layers to provide two complete sam-
ples. In those cases where this method 
would result in samples of insufficient 
length, it will be acceptable to split the 
sample lengthwise along the layers, 
provided the outside portion from each 
side is submitted for the official classi-
fication. 

(c) Mechanical sampling. Samples may 
be drawn in gins equipped with me-
chanical samplers approved by the Di-
vision and operated according to sam-
pling instructions furnished by the Di-
rector or an authorized representative. 
Such samples shall not be less than 6 
ounces in weight. 

(d) Samples must be representative. 
Each sample must be representative of 
the bale from which drawn. 

(e) Handling samples. Samples shall 
not be dressed or trimmed and shall be 
carefully handled in such manner as 
not to cause loss of leaf, sand, or other 
material, or otherwise change their 
representative character. Samples 
shall be handled only by employees of 
the licensee prior to shipment or deliv-
ery to the cotton classing office of the 
Division. 

(f) Identifying and shipping samples. 
Each sample shall be identified with a 
tag, supplied or approved by the Divi-
sion, bearing the gin or warehouse 
number of the bale from which the 
sample was drawn and the name and 
address of the producer of the bale. The 
tag shall be placed between the two 
halves of the sample, the sample tight-
ly rolled and enclosed in a package or 
bag for shipment. Each package or bag 
shall be labeled or marked with the 
name and address of the licensed gin or 
warehouse. The packages shall be 
shipped or delivered direct to the cot-
ton classing office serving the territory 
in which the cotton is ginned. Samples 
that were drawn by a mechanical sam-
pler at the gin may be transported with 
the bales to the warehouse and then 
shipped or delivered direct to the 
classing office by the warehouse. 

(g) Request for classification. Samples 
received from a licensed gin or ware-
house with the identification tag re-
quired in § 28.908(f) shall constitute a 
request for classification service by the 
producer. 

[22 FR 10945, Dec. 28, 1957, as amended at 25 
FR 3548, Apr. 23, 1960; 42 FR 24712, May 16, 
1977; 45 FR 46783, July 11, 1980; 46 FR 48114, 
Oct. 1, 1981] 

§ 28.909 Costs. 
(a) Costs incident to sampling, tag-

ging, and identification of samples and 
transporting samples to points of ship-
ment shall be assumed by the producer, 
but tags and containers for the ship-
ment of samples and shipping charges 
via U.S. Postal Service or duly author-
ized common carrier will be furnished 
by the Service. After classification the 
samples shall become the property of 
the Government. The proceeds of the 
sale of cotton samples shall be used to 
defray the costs of providing the serv-
ices under this subpart. 

(b) The cost of High Volume Instru-
ment (HVI) cotton classification serv-
ice to producers is $1.85 per bale. 

(c) The Division will periodically bill 
producers or the voluntary agents des-
ignated by producers for the cost of 
classification. A discount of 5 cents per 
sample will be granted for services pro-
vided under this section when billing is 
made to voluntary agents. 

[46 FR 48115, Oct. 1, 1981, as amended at 48 FR 
30938, July 6, 1983; 48 FR 44452, Sept. 29, 1983; 
51 FR 22063, June 23, 1992; 58 FR 41993, Aug. 
6, 1993; 60 FR 21034, May 1, 1995; 61 FR 19512, 
May 2, 1996; 62 FR 25800, May 12, 1997; 63 FR 
33237, June 18, 1998; 64 FR 28884, May 28, 1999; 
65 FR 35808, June 6, 2000; 66 FR 29216, May 30, 
2001; 67 FR 36502, May 24, 2002; 68 FR 27898, 
May 22, 2003; 69 FR 30554, May 28, 2004; 70 FR 
30896, May 31, 2005] 

CLASSIFICATION 

§ 28.910 Classification of samples and 
issuance of classification data. 

(a) (1) The samples submitted as pro-
vided in the subpart shall be classified 
by employees of the Division and clas-
sification memoranda showing the offi-
cial quality determination of each 
sample according to the official cotton 
standards of the United States shall be 
issued by any one of the following 
methods at no additional charge: 
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